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To followup on our coaverratloo. of yesterday. You coy, quit© 
rightly, that ll w« rai®o tto Vlct-Kara I ssue on an International level 
‘wo must bo ready to go.-' TM« could mean these fhXagQi „ 

l # . ^tq roust know quite precisely vrfcat kind of International 
action we tvact *- action v£tlcH roigbt radically reduce th® external 
component la Diem's guerrilla war* 

j 

2/ If Interactional action is unsatisfactory, vre muct be pre- 
cared, depending cm circumstances nud ttn.;lag* for three levels of 

follo\r-uj>: 

A sharp l&crcsso In the number of Americans La South 

Ylct-Nam for training support purposes! 

* ■ t » • 

_«r A counter-guerrilla operation la the north, possibly 
using American Air and Neva! strength to Impose 
G-bout the same level of dacragc and Lnconvenltiace 
that the Viet Cong aro Imposing In the couth; 

_• If tho Vletmlnh. crc*c their border substantially, a 

limited military operation la the north; c* g* » co.pta.rc 
aiKl holding of the port of Haiphong* 


5. A* I see U, tb« purpose n f raidn? thft Vi cl=l v>ra Ucuo a.* a 
r,{ aggress ton Is cltbarTo = Sr«ce effective International action or 
to free our bands and our consciences for ^sbatever we have to do» 

The optimum goal Is to create a more persuasive deterrent position 
•with respect to the Laos conference and Viet- Nam. At the m inimum 
w© pat ourselves In a political poiUlag-JLo fc Slt ajo Soq t j i ^aos and ta v t 
Vlet-Nam with a more rational military plan than we now ha. ye* 
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-i. I *ouM underline thl*. I do not believe that raisin* the 
lfl«o requires that we be Immediately prepared, If we do noTsucceed. 
to 50 for flaaolj It morely #car 8 the ground for direct ac tion cr. 4 . In 

to doing, create* more effective rapport for whatever Delations wo 
may have la Southeast Asia* 

5. Behind all thU U a view, which 1 believe Alcala Johnson 
share*, t^st w C are unlikely to be able to nagotinte anything lfe * 
satisfactory ^-aoa settlement calnaa the fllhnx_cldejbelleYC 3 that we 
g£g_grg^£o£«_aa_a n_aUerpaUv 6 to a satisfactor y settle m cntTloTtght 
My anxiety has been teat our present military pla^TT^iilid * 
Mekong Valley {which I asswmn the other Side knows). migrant bo 

an effective and persuasive deterrent, I would assume that a posture / 
almgd more directly a gainst North Ylet-Nam la more llkdv to b* ! 
diplomatically persuasive _ 

6. Whatever organisational arrangements may commend 
themselves for Southeast Aeta to you, I suspect It would be helpful 
If we were to provide some regular forum soon whore we could* 
consider the X-aoa and Vlet-Nam problems together! their relation to 
Thailand and tne rest cf Asia? and their relation to Berlin planning. 
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